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The Learning the Hard Way by Barbara Kantrowitz

“ In Japan, a once obscure regional technical institute has emerged as a r
The Kanazawa Institute of Technology doesn’t yet have the prestige of
Tokyo or Waseda Universities, but it does boast that 99 percent of its
students have jobs before graduation a remarkable statistic in a slow
economy. The transformation began more than a decade ago, when KIT
officials began sending groups of professors and staffers to major U.S.
universities to study how things were done. By the mid—-1990s KIT launched
a reform plan that emphasized hands—on experiences. At the Factory for
Dreams and Ideas, students build projects like a robot that shoots
basketballs or a solar-powered car. There are also close ties with Japanese
industry, an important source of additional funding. The school has launched
its own company to commercialize its research and development.”
”As higher education becomes more of a global commodity in the next few
decades, it’s likely that new ideas like the provo or KIT' s Factory for
Dreams and Ideas will inspire professors and students far from their original
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